Team 35’s Mac 4x4 2006
Vehicle prepared, packed and ready to go we left home at 10am on Friday 10th March and met up at Chieveley services and convoyed to the Mac with another 9 vehicles arriving at around 4pm for the signing in and scrutineering. Last minute preparations, vehicle numbers stuck in place, a bite to eat and an XS stimulation drink down the hatch! 
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Our drivers briefing was at 7.45pm when Selwyn said that ‘we try to make things a little bit different every year and this one is certainly going to be different’. We had no idea where we were going at that time.
Stage 1: First car over the line was just after 8pm. We were car 35 and set off at 8.41. The first road book was a set of tulip diagrams leading us to Pembrokeshire. We missed the turn just after the start as the road numbers were misleading! Got straight back on track and headed for the first check point at Wood Park Farm Tracks and this is also where the first trial section was and we arrived around 11.00pm. We had to navigate around a forest track picking up a series of letters, numbers and signs that were hidden along the way. We had 20 min to complete the course which we did.
Stage 2: A quick cuppa and sometime after midnight off we went again picking up clues and following more tulip diagrams and directions. This was a relatively short stage and all became apparent afterwards… Our last clue was in Fishguard and we had to ‘follow road into ferry terminal, join queue for ferry’ and ‘have a safe and prosperous adventure!’ Where does the ferry go we asked? A quick shuffle of the maps and it soon became clear that it was Ireland! We couldn’t believe that they had organised a day trip to Ireland for 55 vehicles plus organisers. There were big smiles all around; amazed, flabbergasted and awesome were some of the words on the car park. The true element of surprise was surely there! We boarded the ferry at 2.15am for a 2.45 sailing. Time to get a little shut eye? Wrong, as we boarded we were given an envelope and a set of maps. Yes we first had to plot our route, from a series of grid references, ready for the morning navigation. We managed to rest for a couple of hours but the excitement was so intense that we couldn’t sleep. Not to mention the guy in the corner snoring his head off or the Irish enjoying some liquid refreshments near the bar.
Stage 3: At approx 6.40am on Saturday the ferry docked and 55 competitors, maps at the ready, clues in hand, routes plotted all geared up and rearing to go. Ireland here we come! What a site that must have been! We navigated for about 80 miles on some very scenic roads, the weather was mild and palm trees bordered the sea front. We done very well on this stage and got to the check point at 8.40, we were about the 6th vehicle in so we had plenty of time for a full Irish breakfast at the well appointed Garden Centre restaurant.
Stage 4: We left the checkpoint at around 10.45, envelope with maps and clues were again given out as we left. We tried to navigate and drive at the same time but decided to stop for a few mins to plot our route. We didn’t really stop long enough and only plotted half of the route and decided to do the rest en-route. First major mistake! With 6 pages of different maps it was very confusing to pick up clues, take the right roads and follow the maps. We took a wrong turn which led us into Portlaoise. We must have lost about an hour here. We asked some friendly locals and they pointed us in the right direction – we got to the checkpoint but missed quite a few clues as we took a different route.
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Stage 5: This was an off road course and yes, we had to pick up some more letters & numbers that were put in strategic places. No racing round the course then otherwise you will miss the clues. We met up with team 30 had a quick chat to Sunita Schroff who was thoroughly enjoying the experience. By this time the weather had taken a turn for the worse – heavy rain! and lots of it. This made the course very slippery and we had to rescue a V8 RR who managed to get stuck. A little tug from our Land Rover Recovery vehicle and off he went again, we went in front to show the way! (Got it on video – he he he). Fair play to him as he only paid a few hundred quid for his RR a couple of weeks ago and then entered the Mac!

Stage 6: Off to the next stage which was a few miles down the road and consisted of more tulip diagrams in a woodland location and … more clues to pick up. 
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Stage 7: Yet another envelope and more clues but this time we all had to get to the checkpoint by 7.30pm which was at Dublin port. By this time tiredness and hunger were striking! We pulled up for lunch around 2.30pm and trying to boil some hot water for a cuppa soup in the bitter wind and rain was a challenge in itself. We plotted our route and decided to give it a go, somehow we knew it was going to be tough to finish this section and some teams decided to go straight back to Dublin. (Wise move). Team 40, ourselves and a few others were on our way to pick up the next clues. Whilst navigating some narrow lanes a very courteous local with a Jeep Cherokee pulled over to let us past but ended up side on in the ditch. We spent about 20 mins recovering him as we couldn’t really leave him there. Time was moving on and shortly after that we decided to go for the ferry. Dublin! Hmmm well I think everyone had a story here. This was the most stressful part as we didn’t have a map just a clue ‘Dublin port’ yes but which one? We saw a sign for Stena line, nearly followed it but luckily changed our mind and went straight into the town centre. What a drive! Was it happy hour in Dublin? Sure seemed like it took ages and the people we asked didn’t seem to know here the ferry port was. Some were staggering in-between cars, bars overflowing and traffic everywhere. We finally got there at 7pm, just in time to re-heat the home made beef stew we had brought with us which we eat out of the pan using bread as a plate. There were still nearly half of the vehicles yet to turn up; eventually they all did with team 20 arriving with just minutes to spare. We boarded the ferry at 8pm, time for a kip ?– err NO not just yet. We had a 5 minute drivers briefing at 9.30 so we had to stay awake for that. At 9.45 asleep I was! My nav didn’t get any! Off the ferry sometime after 1am and we were heading for Anglesey racing circuit where we were to get a few hours rest. Due to the rain, wind and cold (and also the tarmac) we didn’t pitch the tent. The support vehicle parked next to us had one of these ‘roof tents’ well you can imagine 55 vehicles parked up, wind and rain howling in from the sea and 1 vehicle with a roof tent sticking up above everyone else? He was well exposed! We reclined the front seats and slept in the vehicle. I knew there was an advantage somewhere with a LWB Paj. We got a good 4 hours sleep before the next stage.
Stage 8: After the drivers briefing we left Anglesey shortly after 9am, more clues, maps in hand and 8 digit grid references this time just to try and confuse us. I must congratulate my nav who done an excellent job of plotting the route as I drove which gained valuable time. The road was very narrow, bendy and picturesque. We caught up with team 9, who was giving his location away over the CB. ‘I’ve just gone past a sign with a double bend on it’ Oh and ‘there’s a gate [image: image5.jpg]


on the left .. and some trees, Oh and a puddle of water on the right’ This made us all laugh as obviously he wasn’t giving anything away! We were heading for Snowdonia, great views, lovely scenic route and the weather report was snow! And there was plenty of it. Unfortunately we couldn’t complete some of the route due to the snow and the track was impassable. The organisers decided to re-route. We continued our quest up the Horseshoe Pass, the spectacular views and only really accessible with a 4x4 in these weather conditions! A couple of vehicles were giving it a go but not getting very far and had to turn back.
Because of the weather we all headed to the finish after that - a very pleasant 4* hotel near Warrington, arriving sometime after 3pm. 
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We had chance to clean up before meeting in the bar (or the other way around for some). The prize giving dinner was first-class with a fabulous atmosphere. The awards were given out and the Pajero’s done very well; Bill and Pam, Team 9 came joint 1st for highest sponsorship, over £5000 raised! Tim and Pack, Team 13 got the 3rd Overall award. Hoppie and Skint, Team 38 got the ‘Spirit of the Event’ award for sacrificing their day and helping out a stranded Landy back to the ferry. We also got an award and were gob smacked when they called us up for coming joint 2nd in the night navigation section! 
We covered approx. 880 miles from leaving home on the Friday morning and returning Monday afternoon. During this time we only had a few hours sleep but we are proud to say that we raised £2500, successfully completed the challenge and had lots of fun! The award was a bonus!
We must thank you all for supporting us and helping us raise this fantastic amount of money on our first Mac4x4. In the ‘roll of honour’ sponsorship we hope to be in the top 5 thanks to YOU!

We will be back for the 2007 Mac4x4 ! Our entry form is already in the post!
Carl & Laurence

Team 35
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