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We, Carl Liversage and Nick Gage, have successfully completed the Macmillan 4x4 UK Challenge 2008! In doing so, we have raised over £7,250 so far this year for Macmillan Cancer Support. This brings the total we have raised over the past 3 years to £11,750!
Here’s a brief résumé of the weekend: 
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The plan was for us to travel up on the evening of Thursday 6th March and stay overnight in Ludlow, Shropshire, which is just a few miles from the start. However, the months of preparation and pampering of the truck went out the window, when we broke down 25 miles from home! We tried many different fixes and thought we had succeeded until a serious failure of the rear axle occurred just outside Swindon. Many hours were spent trying to repair it but eventually we resigned ourselves to the fact that a permanent fix could not be done quickly and so with heavy hearts, we reverted to plan ‘B’. This involved Carl’s son Glenn driving the support vehicle (Nick’s truck) up to meet us in Swindon and then returning home with Carl’s broken truck, courtesy of the club breakdown cover. We eventually arrived at Ludlow at 2:30am.
Friday morning we made our way to the start at the Britpart Factory, Craven Arms and after completing the paperwork, safety checks and lots of 4x4 chat we were off on the challenge at 14.35!
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Day 1 took us immediately on a small off-road course made especially for us in the grounds of the Britpart Factory. It involved looking for small two letter plaques whilst driving a course. There was also a quiz based around the Britpart catalogue. After this, we set off North West around some very scenic parts of England and into Wales, plotting our route with the given OS grid references and maps. We successfully made it to the first check point at Kerry. We checked our maps and this wasn’t the Kerry in Ireland! On we went to the specials section in a Forest whilst picking up clues along the way to gain those valuable points. More route plotting and no time for a cuppa we were on our way again heading west towards Bala 4x4 Off Road Centre where we were to take on another special section but by this time it was 23.30! Out of Bala, we were delighted to discover that the Mac Challenge 2008 was named ‘the year of the 5 countries’ – this meant it would encompass England, Wales, Ireland, Northern Ireland and Scotland! So off to Hollyhead we went, arriving at 2.00am and had just enough time to get some shut-eye before the ferry at 8am. It was quite a sight seeing tents pitched on the tarmac in the wind and rain – Carl chose a prime spot where he could tie his tent to a chain-link fence!  
[image: image14.jpg]


Day 2 Early the next morning we boarded the HSS ferry bound for Dun Laoghaire, Ireland. To say it wasn’t a smooth crossing would be an understatement, but we all seemed to make it in one piece. The day was spent navigating around Ireland, picking up clues along the way. We had a specials section at Todds Leap off road centre early evening before making our way to Northern Ireland and the ferry port at Belfast, where we boarded another HSS ferry bound for Stranraer, Scotland! The ferry arrived just after midnight and then we had to make our way to Lockerbie were we would spend what was left of the night. We arrived just after 2.30am and pitched tent on a bit of grass outside a hotel window. 
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Day 3 Started with a hearty breakfast in the hotel. We were off again at about 10:30am, heading through the Castle O’er Forest for more clues and navigation exercises before crossing the Scottish border and heading to the finish line at Newcastleton. After that it was a straight run south to the hotel in Daresbury… but we decided it would be a shame to miss out the Lake District and made a detour to do a very scenic lane. 
Arriving safely back at the hotel we had just enough time to clean up and make our way to the evening dinner, presentation awards and auction.
The next morning was just a matter of another hearty breakfast and then the long journey home. 
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We covered 1150 miles from door to door and visited 5 countries in 3 days. We met load of great people, including those that asked what all the 4x4’s were doing and then produced some money to donate! We spent hours on our own and hours in groups of other trucks, all the time having fun on the CB. All-in-all we had a fantastic time raising money for Macmillan. We must thank all who have supported us along the way, without you, we would never have raised the £7250 (and counting). To put this into perspective… 60 vehicles entered the challenge and the total amount raised for this year’s event so far is £75,000. We have raised nearly 10% of the total making us the 2nd highest sponsor this year! We finished the Mac 4x4 Challenge 2008 overall in 22nd place out of 60 starters – quite respectable really!
Very, very special thanks to:
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… and not forgetting

Glenn Liversage for driving our support vehicle to us, Kevin Liversage for his help with the vehicle preparation, Laurence Liversage, Sarah Gage and Beth for putting up with us!
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And everyone who sponsored or supported us!
Thank You

Carl & Nick
